The Surgical Aid Society is doing good work. The institution was founded in 1862, since which time it had given no fewer than 147,1-1 surgical appliances to 101,051 poor persons.
During the past year the numbers relieved were 3,470 men, 4,725 women, and 1,246 children, a total of 9,444 individuals, which is the largest number ever relieved in any one year of the society's operations. It givers. In the case of the parish of Chelsea, which had been called the "Village of Hospitals," the increase in the rates might amount to a little over ^d. in the pound were the exemption were to fall upon the ratepayers. In Ireland the whole of the public charities were free from rate3 and taxes, and in Scotland they were free, whilst in the Colonies they were not only exempt from taxation, but actually received large contributions from the public Treasury. He thought the simplest, shortest, and safest method of solving the question was by an appeal to both Legislative Houses in order that it might appear to the country whether Parliament really intended that the money given in bounty for the poor, the sick, and the afflicted, should suffer a serious reduction before it reached those for whom it was designed, and whether it desired that one-third of the United Kingdom should stand alone among the countries of the world in enduring a tax upon its own feelings of humanity and compassion. 
